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EINLEITUNG IN DEN THALMUD.* 



This excellent treatise of seventy pages is an off-print of the article "Thai- 
mud " in the second edition of Herzog's Real-Encyklopadie. In the preface the 
author states that it is his purpose to give from an objective and purely scientific 
stand-point, a bird's eye view, of the field covered by the "Thalmud;" and the 
testimony must be awarded him that he has fulfilled not only his promise, but 
also the high expectations warranted by the acknowledged eminence of Strack's 
scholarship. It is by far the best treatment the subject has ever received in an 
encyclopaedic work. The arrangement is an admirable one, and leaves nothing to 
be desired. In eight chapters he passes in review briefly and yet, through the 
copious references which are given, exhaustively the divisions of the work, the 
arrangement of parts, the contents of the sixty-three treatises of the Talmud. 
Besides this, he gives a history of the compilation, chronological lists of authori- 
ties quoted in the Talmud, and closes with a practically complete bibliographical 
index. A feature of the monograph which is worthy of note is the consistency 
with which the method of transcription adopted by Strack is adhered to. In this 
respect it is a safe guide, although there are some objectionable points in Strack's 
system, notably the use of two and three letters to indicate one sound. But in 
almost every respect, the monograph is exactly what an introduction should be. 
Clear and concise, it is not overcharged with ballast unnecessary for the specialist 
and only confusing to the general student, and by confining itself strictly to the 
subject, equally free from private conjectures as well as from any bias, whether 
favorable or unfavorable. 

Mobris Jastbow, Jr. 

University of Pennsylvania. 



NOTES ON THE HEBREW TEXT OF THE BOOK OF GENESIS, t 



As is stated in the preface, this "volume of notes was undertaken at the 
suggestion of Professor Driver, and is mainly intended for students beginning 
the Hebrew language. The notes are taken chiefly from the best German com- 
mentaries, and do not aim at originality." Including two brief appendices,— one 
on the structure of Genesis, and the other on the names of God, — there are 380 
pages (7J in. x 5 in.). The book contains notes, textual, grammatical and exeget- 
ical, given as briefly as was consistent with the author's aim, very seldom so 
briefly as to be unintelligible at the first reading. It is a summary of the 
opinions of the best writers; among commentators, the names of Dillmann and 
Delitzsch occurring most frequently ; and among grammarians, those of Gesenius, 
Davidson, Stade, Ewald, for the etymology ; and Driver and Aug. Miiller, for 
syntax. The readings of the versions are given whenever likely to be of value in 
evidence. In commenting on difficult verses, the author frequently reserves his 

* EiNiiEiTHNQ in den Thalmud. By H. L. Strack. Leipzig, 1887. Price, M.1.20 
t Notes on the Hebrew Text of the Book of Genesis. With two appendices. By G. J. 
Spurrell, M. A. Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1887. New York : MacmiUam, & Co. Pp.380. $2.50. 
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own opinion ; and when the best interpreters are at variance, he does not often 
attempt to decide among them. There are exceptions to this; e. g., on page 68, 
where, in interpreting vi. 3, last clause, he decides against Dillmann. 

On this side of the water, this book would not be likely to prove as useful for 
the mere beginner as for the purpose of a rapid and thorough review, for which it 
has very great excellencies. 

There are some points in which the book is open to criticism. At least one 
statement is out of date,— the remark that "habal" is a common word for son in 
Assyrian (p. 48). There are a few infelicities of statement: as that (p. 39) in 
1*l2y_ the tone is drawn back and the vowel lengthened (the vowel is restored, 
rather, when naturally it takes the tone) ; also the remark that masculine nouns 
prefer the numeral in the feminine form, and vice versa, is not quite proper 
(pp. 71-77); ^ON'^ is said to De "P ausa l f° rn i or < 7^ii'' " (P- 37 )> and again it is 
distinguished from ^N") said to be "the pausal form of the 1st person " (p. 39), 
no hint being given that ----- is here exceptional. Once in a while a translation 
adopted by our author is ambiguous ; as, e. g., that of Gen. n. 19, " whatever he 
called them" (p. 32). It is hardly credible that he could have misunderstood 
Driver ("Heb. Tenses," 2d ed., § 38a), or overlooked Dillmann's interpretation of 
the verse ; but we should know his translation of the final clause, in order to be 
certain of this; 0"?D _ *7J7 i Gen. xm - l 2 i does not mean "towards Sodom," but 
"as far as Sodom." It is not usual to speak of KVIfl as an apoc. form (p. 10). 
Some exceptions may be taken to the theory of vowel changes here presented. 
Many distinguished grammarians will object to calling — a short vowel in T\Q& , 
?|t$DJ (P- 1°)- On Page 5, the author explains *p|* as " imperf . apoc. form |"pJT i 
for *fP , weakened from *fj* (like H3 from HS , weakened from H3)-" He 
seems to mean that the -- before ♦ is the attenuated — which came from — of the 
stem. If this is his meaning, he has misunderstood his reference to Gesenius, 
where it is correctly stated that the final -- is a helping vowel, and that the stem 
vowel — has been reduced to S«wa in H3 . Cf. the pausal forms *j"f ♦ , H3 , 

which not only have the ♦ , but restore and heighten the original ■— to : v . Of. 

also IJifl and !)|"J2 on our author's opposite page (4). Can the author mean 
(p. 181) that fi of the 3 fern. perf. omits S c wa in order to distinguish that pers. 
from the 2 fern.? With his explanation of nilOJI nere given cf. a note in 
Hebraica for April, 1885, p. 250. The author is to be commended for general 
consistency in transliterations; as, e. g., Onqelos, p. vi, 4, etc.; Onq., p. 18, 37, 
etc. ; Peshitto, p. xii; but why transliterate "Kain," pp. 47, 48, etc., and "Kri," 
pp. 81, 204, etc. ? Presumably, he followed Driver in the first instances ("Tenses," 
p. 161, though "Onk." occurs on p. 303, probably by oversight), and he has the 
same authority for going farther (" Qri," " Tenses," p. 161, 204). Only one error 
in reference has been discovered by the present writer, that on p. 13, where the 
note on n. 3 is probably intended for the reference i. 7. 

These are of minor importance, and in no wise affect the general accuracy of 
the book. It is recommended to all who may wish to refresh themselves in 
Hebrew grammar and to make a rapid survey of the best opinions on the Book of 
Genesis. As a summary of these, it is in every way admirable. 

Charles Kufus Brown, 

Newton Theol. Institution. 



